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from Macroom to Bant

liberal scale, that the people can be

‘opt at home, and the exhausting drain
" emigration, whish is vapping the  very
lifo &f the nation and im enllmﬁ its exis-
tenoe, stopped before it be .too late. In.
terests of the highest importance are,-
therefore, involved to some ree in this!
and dimiinr undertakings, which,  when
such gatisfactorv guararygs are given
as are apparent in th";tnnoe. should
command the heartiest . Wgh thost strenuous

support of every intelligent and patriotio
Imgmnn. :

Let every County Councillor, therciore,
east and west, join hands and be up amn
doing. and assert their rights to carry this
mueh-needed and comprohensive under-
taking to a succ¢saftl termination. It 1s
Row- or ngver. | | :
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The Irish Revival,

BALLINGEARY - COLLEGE.
' BY REVL PATRICK HURLEY, P.P.

“The parish of Inchigeela, or as known by
its trigal name, Iveleary, country of the.
O’Learys, is remote, and 1t is.even, in the
seclusion of the mountains, cut away from,
the rost of the world. Until a compara-
tively recent. period therv were no means
‘of communication. The principal road
was made about
the year 1828. This isolation had the of-
fect of presorving intact the language and
traditions of the inhabitants, themsclves a.
fino manly race, pure Celts and keen to
learn. On my taking pastoral charge of
this parish in 1888, I applied myself to de-
velop ...e materinls at my disposal: a very
extonsive territory, charming mountaiv
and lake scenery, Gougane Barra, Valley
Desmond, and 'eunnngs&h, with Allen's
Lake.  Here, before the tg.of Cork was
-tounded, St. Finbar hed his retreat in
lonely Gougane, and here also he had his
disciples 1 sited in study and prnfer. Tra-
ditien has it that so great was their num-
ber that on the saint’s journey to the fut-
ureure scepe of his labours—Corki-that,
forgetting a book midway, word wab | sent
back to Gougane, and the fist person’ had
not yet left there, who'handed on the book,
which the saint received atCork.
Saving the Language. i
By & curious combination of circumstan-
ces, many yeurs ago 1 was the mstrument,
to secure Gougune darra for the Lhocope of
Cork. Un my appointinent as f’arish £riest
1 was in possession of the lsland. 1 tagha
the language on the point of going. | Ane
old people,Luemselves unable to speak Tng-
lish, would, prevent their childeen from
speaking Irisn. I discouraged this, anu 1n
the schoo!s aud from the attar I impressea
on them the beauty of tneir old lauguage,
and the glorious part Areland had played 1n
‘the pust: the land of suints and scholars,
1 promoted the industrial revival and open-
ed up the country by inducing the ‘tourist
Develoinnent Company to run coaches to
Glengaritfe and Silarney, via Macroom,
and put in repair the ancient ruins or ou-’
gane Barra, and by vue generaus help of
wealthy American, native of the parish,’
erected a neat Celtic oratory on the sstand.
Rev. Dr. 0O'Daly.

. Encouraging the Irish language in the
schools, hearing the language spoken in its
.purity, 1 was fortunate in meeting the Rev
Richard- O'Daly, D.D., priest of the dio-
cese, Goulbourne, Australia, who made jus
studies at the College of the Propaganda,
Rome, who had there an opportunity ,of
studying languages from his intercoursoe
with students from all nations, and subse-
quentiy travelled through Kurope, where
ie acquired a perfect knowledge of nearly
overy luropean language. Born in Aus-
tralia, but of parents from about here, he
wished to learn the Irish language. 'He
began at the Gaelic League classes in Lou--
don, whore for a short time ne did mission-
ary work. Coming here, he perfected his
knowledge of Irish, and { was fortunate in
sccuring his services ta serve the Pilgrims
coming to pray at the Oratory, Gougane
Barra, '

Origin of ghe College.

In the summer of 1903 he got around
him scholars from several parts of Ireland,
and also the country around. This was the
origin of the College. Mass" every morn-
ing, pravers in Irish after the Rosary. An-
gelus also. After breakfast in the large
dining hall of Cronin’s hotel came a class.
Then the students went in knots to visit
and converse in Irish with the people
sround. The~ had their evening meetings,
ond Irish sermon on Sundays. Everyone:
was pleased with- their time, In the au-’
tamn of that year, at a “Feis” at Ballin-
geary, a village four miles from Gougune
Barra, Father Goulding, of New Zesland,
oftered an annual subscription towards
-an Irish College at Gougane Barra. The
London Gaelic League and the Dublin Lea-,
gue also subscribed liberally, and. many
subseriptions flowed in. It was found the
accommodation at Gougane Barra was tod
limited, and it was arranged to have.the
Collego oponed at Ballingeary, where there
was a good hall for ]ecturoak_ excellent
schools where the children were Irish-
speaking, and places where lodgings could
bs had all in & circle. _ :

An Auspicious Commencement.

The College opened for two sessions, July
ond August;, last year. Mr Rermot Foley
had charge, assisted by the Rev Dr O0’Daly
and Mr T a Scannell; lessons were given
in the method of teaching Irish phonetics
and metrics of Irish poetry; special classes
in text books for National teachers: con-
vorsational lessons; olso lectures were
given in Irish history: - The language of
the school was as much as possible Irish;
the country round is full of antiquities,
Pagan and Christian. - The besuty of the
scenery and the healthfulness of the plan
made 1t oll to bo desired. Over seventy
#ludenty ‘attended dach session, several
priests from al parts of Ireland, profes-
sors in colleges, National teachers, Gaelic

ague organisers, 'former the attendance.
All wore pleased with their time, and left
with regref, many ho(ping to return the
next sessiom. ‘ { o

The Work:of the Scholars.

There is scarce a part of Ireland where
the scolars of the gollege are not doing

ood work. It is' admitted on all hands
that the Irish lnnﬁuago revival owes much
to it, and the children of this parish are
engaged all over the comntry in teaching
the old language. 'Preparations are being
made to improve.on last year. Leoturers
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are ‘sromised; accommodation is be-
ing provided. The Archbishop of Cashel
with the Bishop of Cork and the other

Bishops of Munster -have become patrons
of the College, and-helped it by donations,
so there id every hope of a great future,
e«nd perhaps means may come, and this col-
lege may dventually be housed on the an-
cient/ lsrtg‘*’mmr Gaugane Barra.
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